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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING 
FEBRUARY 7, 1974: 

QUOTE: Q. HAVE YOU EVER ACKNOWLEDGED THE EXISTENCE OF A 
NEW AGREEMENT WITH BRITAIN ON DIEGO GARCIA? 

A. THE UNITED STATES PLANS, WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT, TO IMPROVE SUPPORT CAPABILITI ES AT THE 
NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY LOCATED ON THE ISLAND OF 
DIEGO GARCIA IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. WITH NEW CONSTRUCTION 
AUTHORIZED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE UNITED STATES 
CONGRESS, THE SMALL ISLAND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE INDIAN 
OCEAN WILL PROVIDE SAFE ANCHORAGE FOR U.S. AND U.K. NAVAL 
VESSELSAND ADDITIONAL PARKING FOR AIRCRAFT. 

A $29 MILLION CONSTRUCTION PACKAGE, WHICH IS PLANNED AS PART 
OF THE SUPPLEMENTAL MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS BUDGET TO BE 
SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS, WILL PERMIT IMPROVEMENT OF SHIP 
SUPPORT FACILITIES, LENGTHENING OF EXISTING 8,000 FOOT 
RUNWAY, EXPANSION OF THE AIR FORCE PARKING AREA, AND CON- 
STRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL FUEL STORAGE FACILITIES AND BILLETS 

CONSTRUCTION SHOULD BE COMPLETED IN 1976. 
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LASTLY, THE NEW FACILITIES WILL PROVIDE LIMITED SUPPORT TO 
U.S./U.K. FORCES PRESENT OR DEPLOYED IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
AREA FROM TIME TO TIME. 

Q. THIS MORNING, THE INDIAN PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT THE 
UNITED STATES PLANS TO HAVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS ON THE BASE. 

IS THAT REPORT CORRECT? 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

A. YOU KNOW WE NEVER DISCUSS DEPLOYMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

JUST AS A GENERAL MATTER, WE JUST DON’T ADDRESS OURSELVES 
TO THE SUBJECT. 

Q. CAN YOU TELL US WHAT'S GOING ON IN JORDAN? THE 
REPORTS ARE ALMOST COMPLETELY CONFLICTING. DEPENDING ON 
WHO IS ISSUING THEM. 

A. WELL, OUR REPORTS ARE THAT THE SITUATION IS CALM, AND 
I REALLY DON'T HAVE MUCH TO ADD TO THAT. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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